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Welcome!
Welcome to Kindergarten at Calvin Christian School! This is an exciting time
for you and your child. Together, during your child’s Kindergarten years, we
will play and learn. We will discover more about God’s amazing creation and
become more aware of Jesus’ love for us. Our aim is to provide a loving
Christian atmosphere where children can grow spiritually, emotionally,
intellectually, physically and socially. Our learning environment will be a place
that is rich in experiences and hands-on materials with an inquiry approach to learning. We will
learn about God and His creation through posing questions and collaborating to discover the
answers together. As each child learns more about him/herself and God’s world, he/she is also
challenged to live as God’s child in His service, as part of His unfolding story.

We believe that our loving God has created each child unique with his or her own interests and
abilities. Children are naturally curious and explore His world with wonder. Children and
educators are engaged together in their learning about His creation. All children enter school
capable, competent and ready to learn, and are valuable contributors to our classroom. The
classroom environment is co-created as children make decisions and collaborate. Kindergarten
helps children develop socially and emotionally through their relationships with other children
and educators. Children begin to understand their feelings and the feelings of those around
them. They also begin to think critically about ideas and information, solve problems and think
creatively.

Children enter Kindergarten at different stages of development and with diverse backgrounds
and experiences. We strive to build a classroom environment that encourages a “growth
mindset”. The focus is on practice in order to learn and grow. As one child said, “I couldn’t do
the monkey bars before, but I kept practising, and now I can!” Our abilities can be developed
through effort and persistence. Children begin to see themselves as valuable contributors to
their own and others’ learning.

Please take a few moments to review these pages and file them for future reference. Feel free
to contact the Kindergarten educators with any questions you may have.



CCS Mission Statement
The mission of Calvin Christian School is to assist parents by
providing for each student a Bible based elementary education in a
supportive Christian classroom community that nurtures growth in
knowledge, maturity and commitment to God for sharing in the life and
work of His people in the world.

Kindergarten Philosophy
We believe that children:
● are created by God with their own unique interests and abilities
● are naturally curious
● are competent and capable, and full of knowledge and

potential
● learn through their play
● learn best by being active learners
● learn at a rate unique to themselves
● learn as they interact and share with peers

Kindergarten Objectives
We will seek to:

● provide a safe and secure environment where your child will feel loved and nurtured
● nurture your child’s sense of wonder, appreciation and excitement about God and his

creation
● promote positive experiences through play
● give your child confidence and freedom to experiment and learn by emphasizing

experience and process rather than the final product
● help instill a lifelong love of and excitement for learning
● help your child grow in all areas of development: spiritual, emotional, intellectual,

physical and social
● stimulate and encourage your child’s creativity and uniqueness as well as develop an

appreciation for the gifts of others
● establish a sense of social responsibility by encouraging cooperation with and sensitivity

toward others and by helping your child respond positively to adults and peers



CURRICULUM

Much of the Kindergarten curriculum revolves around inquiry and play-based learning. Centres
are intentionally planned with materials and supplies that foster the development of each child at
his/her level. Teachers and children alike are valuable contributors to classroom learning.
Together, we engage God’s world and wonder at His creativity. Outdoor Learning plays an
important role in our program, providing children with opportunities to experiment and explore,
to ask questions and make observations, to solve problems and build theories. Children will be
encouraged to praise God for His world and be led to give glory and thanks to our Creator.

Our school has adopted the Responsive Classroom learning approach. This learning approach
emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a strong and safe school community.
The method consists of practical strategies for helping students build academic and
social-emotional competencies.

The following outlines what is taught in various areas. The curriculum is not taught as isolated
skills under particular “subject” headings, but is woven together in the total learning experience
of the child.

BIBLE - Through daily devotions, Bible stories, worship and prayer, faith is nurtured and
shared. Jesus is our Saviour and our friend. Bible stories are often presented
through storytelling, causing the characters to come alive. Children are encouraged
to see God’s hand woven into the narrative and also see their role in God’s
continuing story. Children often ask when it will be time for “Bible” because “It is my

favourite part of the day! I love Bible stories!”

LANGUAGE - Reading to your child is one of the most important
gifts you can give to your child. A quote from Emilie Buchwald reads
as follows; “Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.”
Research shows that reading aloud to your child is a significant factor
in helping him/her learn to read. Enjoy your time together!

Phonological Awareness develops as your child listens to and begins
to hear the sounds in words. Rhyming words (even words that are not
“real” – Dad yad, silly billy) are fun to play with and encourage even
young children to hear sounds and play with them. Children may also
begin to hear that “mommy” and “mouse” start with the same sound
/m/.

Oral Communication is very important as well! Invite your child to talk. Children’s learning is
enhanced when they talk about their explorations and creations. “That looks really interesting.
How did you do that?” “You wrote a lot of words on that paper. Would you tell me what they
say?” “Tell me more about...” Say, “I see you...” or “I hear you...” or “I notice...” and wait for them
to tell you more.
Writing develops in Kindergarten through modelling, from picture drawing, to “kid writing”, to
using phonetic and letter skills.



MATH - Math is all around us and everywhere in God’s creation. Our God is a God of order.
Look with your child for patterns in creation, count the rocks in your pail at the beach, or sort the

socks in the laundry. Notice the difference in the heights of tall towers and buildings,
and make a table setting for everyone in your family. Ask whose shoe is bigger.
Predict and guess how many scoops of water will fill the pail. Before children can
make sense of abstract symbols, they must experience math in their way, by doing.
Young children problem solve their way through the world as they try to stack
blocks and shapes. They learn about measurement and proportion as they create

various structures in class. They play with balance scales and create class graphs to keep track
of data. They count as high as they can as a friend brings the morning calendar to the office.
Math is everywhere and is embedded in our daily class activities.

ART - Children are creative beings, following in their Father’s footsteps. Through
various activities, children become more aware of God as the Great Creator and
Artist. Art is a vehicle of expression. Displaying your child’s art at home gives it value
in your child’s eyes. When your child comes home with an art piece, you can say, “I
notice...” and be specific. For example, “Look at all the purple polka dots in the sky.
You used many shades of green and blue to paint this picture. Can you tell me more
about it?” (“What is it?” is a question that has insulted many artists. ☺)

MUSIC - Music brings joy through listening and participating. Children praise God and
express their creativity in song and dance, responding with their bodies to music.
Instruments, finger plays, and rhythmic patterns give the children opportunities to create
and express.

DRAMA - Drama is used in various ways, from creating new stories in play, to using puppets,
to re-telling favourite stories. Children share in God’s imagination and creativity, dreaming new
ideas and sharing these ideas in class.

CREATION STUDIES - God’s creation shouts His praises each day! The
“created” reflects back to the Creator. We use our five senses to connect to His
world and add to our personal experiences. As part of God’s creation, children have
a place in exploring God’s world, wondering about it, and also a task in caring for it.
The children’s wonderings and interests often inform our curriculum.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - God created our amazing bodies to move. Children love to move
and use their large muscles. We go to the gym to use and learn various locomotor
skills. Through various body awareness activities and creative movement, children
discover how their bodies can move and work. Children are creative when they
move about as various animals. Children are exposed to different gym materials and
equipment. Co-operative activities create a feeling of community as children work
together.



FAQs

What are the procedures for dropping off and picking up my
child?

If your child is taking the bus, he/she will be met at the bus loop for the first few days, until
he/she is comfortable with the morning routine. A Kindergarten Educator will also be by the bus
shelter at the end of each day to ensure each child travels the correct bus. If your child is being
transported by another vehicle, please park at the Immanuel Church parking lot. A staff
member will be there to greet them and direct them. At the end of the day, please park at the
church again and pick up your child at the Kindergarten bench by the fence line - it is difficult for
other vehicles to see the little ones in the parking lot.

Please advise when someone other than a parent/guardian will be picking up your child.
Without parental permission, your child will not be permitted to go home with another
adult.

What if my child has separation anxiety?

It is not uncommon for a child to have difficulty saying good-bye to his/her parent or caregiver. If
your child has trouble separating from you, please feel free to speak with your child’s teacher
about it. We will work as a team in helping your child through these anxieties. Sometimes
children cry for a few minutes after their parents leave, but quickly find themselves engaged in
the life of the classroom.

What should I send to school?

Special Items
Your child may need to bring a blanket or special stuffed
animal to ease separation. We ask that other toys (and trading
cards) be enjoyed at home.

Clothing
We will do lots of messy art projects, science experiments and
cooking experiences! Please dress your child accordingly.
We are also learning outdoors daily (in the rain, in the snow, in
the cold, in the sunshine!) so dress your child according to the
weather. The outdoors is always more enjoyable when we are
dressed for the weather! Please clearly label shoes, boots,
coats, mittens etc. to prevent mix-ups.



Please send an extra outfit of clothing (in a labeled ziploc bag) in your child’s backpack to be
kept at school.  An extra pair of socks in a pocket in their backpack is also helpful.

Should your child have a toileting accident, he/she will be assisted in a kind and loving manner.
If your child comes home in “replacement” clothes from school, please return them the following
school day or as soon as they are able to be washed.

Shoes
School policy requires that each student have a pair of shoes for indoor use only. (This also
makes life easier for our custodians.) Please ensure that these shoes can be used for our gym
times as well. Children feel a sense of independence when they are able to put on and
remove their own shoes each day.

Backpacks
Please send your child to school each day with a clearly labeled, roomy backpack that fits their
mail bag, lunch, and winter clothing items. Do not be concerned that your child’s backpack
seems “too large”. It will not be used to carry heavy objects, but the roomy size will allow your
child to more easily store their belongings without becoming frustrated when packing it.

How can I stay informed about happenings at school?

Watch for notes and student work to come home in a special mail bag that will be
placed in your child’s backpack. Please return the mailbag each day. The weekly
newsletter will be sent via email on Monday mornings, informing you of what is
happening in our classroom and information about special days and field trips. All
of this information can also be found on the Kindergarten classroom webpages.
Please visit the CCS website to set up a login account.

We will be in contact with you by telephone or email whenever necessary as the year
progresses and encourage you to be in contact with us as well. Please be aware that email may
not be checked during the school day when we are working with the children, so if you have an
urgent message, please inform the school office.

There will be official parent teacher conferences after the mid-term progress report during the
first term and again after the mid-term progress report during the second term.

What about birthdays?

Birthdays are special and will be celebrated in our class. Due to food allergy
concerns, you are invited to bring a book to school to share with the class
(rather than a snack). Each child is encouraged to bring in a favourite book (new
or gently used) on, or near his/her birthday. The teacher will read this book to
the class so that it can be enjoyed by all the students. If you would like the book
to remain in the classroom as an addition to our library, please print the words
“CCS Kindergarten” inside the cover and we will continue to enjoy it at school.
A special note will be placed in the front of the book that mentions your child’s



name and birthday date and we will add it to our library. If sending a book is not an option for
you, we will celebrate your child’s birthday with regular fanfare! We will celebrate summer
birthdays in June before school is dismissed for the summer.

Are there rules about food/snacks?

CCS is a nut-free facility. Please be careful to read labels before sending food
to school (keep an eye out for the ‘may contain’ notice on snacks; they are best
eaten at home). Students may only eat what is packed for them each day; this
reduces any need for concern about food allergies. Please help your child to
understand that they may only eat their own lunch although friends may have
some delicious things. Containers that are easily opened and closed give your child a sense of
independence.

We have two Nutrition Breaks and an afternoon snack. Children are strongly encouraged to eat
foods that will keep their energy levels up during the day. We will discuss in class how our brain
and body use the food that we eat so we can learn and play at school. Here are a few ideas to
get you started:

1. Offer small pieces of raw veggies, like baby carrots, cherry tomatoes, and cucumber
rings.

2. Wash, peel, and cut fruit that won’t brown, such as oranges, grapes, mango, pineapple,
or melon into small pieces and pack in a small sealed container. (We will peel/cut up any
apples or other fruit your child brings if he/she desires.)

3. Fruit cups or applesauce blends in a cup are convenient. Read labels to choose
varieties that are unsweetened.

4. Yogourt and cheese are always yummy!
5. Be sure to get your kids to help pack their own lunches. They will be more likely to eat

what’s in their lunch if they have helped choose and prepare it!

Will my child visit the school library?

We will visit the school library once a week. The children may take out two
books per week, provided the previous books have been returned. Please
encourage responsible use of the books, and help your child remember
his/her books. You will be informed of our library days once we begin our
visits.

What if my child is ill or will be absent for another reason?

If your child is ill, or will be absent, or needs to go home with someone else, please call/email
the school office. Children can sometimes misunderstand what was said at home on the way
out the door. If something comes up during the day, contact the school office by 2:30. Email
may not be checked by the teacher during the school day so it is essential that you contact
the office. If your child feels at all ill, please keep them at home. Please call the school office by
9:00 A.M. if your child will be absent from school that day. If your child has a contagious disease
(chicken pox, lice, pinworms, etc.), please inform the office as well.



What does discipline look like?

You can expect that the environment in which your child learns will be warm, caring, and loving.
Positive methods of discipline that encourage self-regulation, self-direction, building self-esteem
and nurturing cooperation will be used. Examples of these methods include: distraction,
re-direction, simple eye contact, gently calling the student’s first name, and the teaching of
conflict resolution skills. Students may be encouraged to ‘take a break’ when they need help to
self-regulate.

How can I volunteer in the classroom?

**The information for this question is subject to change, due to public health protocols.
Families are a very important part of our Kindergarten program. Your help,
participation and input will be welcome as we work to make this a successful
program. Families will be needed to accompany us on field trips and help in the
classroom with science, cooking or art projects. There may be times when you could
share about your jobs, hobbies, or special interests with the students. Please submit a
Vulnerable Sector Check to the school office if you wish to accompany us on a field trip
during the year. (These checks can take several weeks to obtain.)
If you wish to volunteer in the school in other ways, please watch the Courier for information and
requests.

What if school is cancelled?

CCS operates its own buses. Generally speaking, if carriers throughout the area are not running
because of the weather, we will likely not operate our buses either. The decision whether or not
to operate will be made by the principal. The closing of the school will be announced on our
website (www.ccshamilton.ca) and you will receive an e-blast. It will be posted on Facebook and
on Instagram. The announcement is usually made by 7:00 a.m.

What paperwork do I need to submit?

Please submit the following information as soon as you are able, but definitely by the
first week of school:  What is absolutely necessary for the office?

- Kindergarten Family Questionnaire
- Proof of birthdate
- Vaccine History to be sent directly to Public Health Services Vaccine Program, P.O. Box

897 Hamilton, ON, L8N 3P6 (Haldimand County residents will need to submit this
information to Hamilton Public Health)

We look forward to getting to know your child better and working with you
to make your child’s experience in Kindergarten a wonderful learning

experience!


