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Bonjour, les parents!

Last week, your child began our French program called  Histoires en action!  Perhaps your

child has already shared with you some of the catchy songs and gestures!   This program,

created by AIM Language Learning,  has proven to  be  a  revolutionary new and effective

approach to second language instruction, and for this reason our school has chosen to deliver

this program to our primary and junior students.

About the program:

• The program is based on stories, written in the form of plays; these plays become the

focus  for  a  range  of  motivating  language  activities  that  help  students  develop

confidence and competence in the language as they progress through each story unit;

• Students will learn to perform a play based on the story;

• Music in integrated with the story, using songs, chants, raps

• Vocabulary  has  been  carefully  selected  and  has  been  “pared  down”  to  essential

vocabulary for effective communication in French;

• Gesture  Approach  -  This  technique  uses  hand  signs  to  help  students  learn  and

remember vocabulary.  Each word is associated with a gesture, so that the language is

represented visually and kinesthetically for the benefit of those students who learn best

this  way.   This  avoids  French-English  translation.   Students  learn  meaning  of  the

spoken words by “reading” gestures, body language, and intonation;

• Four language skills - There is equal, strong emphasis on the development of all four

language  skills  (reading,  writing,  listening,  and  speaking)  through  this  program;

 however,  for young students,  the written word will  be gradually introduced and the

initial  focus  will  be  on  oral  language  acquisition  with  plenty  of  pleasant  repetition.

 Those  students  who  can  already read  in  English  will  have  the  opportunity  to  be

challenged with written language activities in French that meet their needs;

• Activities are varied,  so that students have the opportunity to work individually,  in

partners, in small groups, and as a whole class.

In order to do well in French this year, your child will:



• Participate actively in class, in French only (yes, this IS possible - just follow me! )

• Memorize the play (this will be done together in class through lots of exposure and

repetition);

• Work cooperatively with others in class while answering questions;

• Learn the gestures covered in class;

• Learn the gesture associations;

• Participate in songs, dances, chants, raps, and games with enthusiasm;

• Complete class work;

• Seek help when needed.

At-home support

In  order  to  support  the  work  covered  in  class,  and  to  ensure  student  success  and

independence, students are encouraged, however not required, to practice the gestures, the

play, songs and dances.   The school has purchased access to the  AIM web portal, where

students can view and listen to the songs, story, gestured vocabulary, and videos.   Parents

and  siblings  can  then  share  in  the  language  learning  as  well!   If  you  are  interested  in

accessing  this  web  portal,  please  contact  me by  email  to  receive  the  login  word  and

password.  If you prefer, or don’t have internet access, there is a copy of the program’s CD

and DVD available for borrowing as well.  Again, please let me know if you would like either

of these for a time, and I will pass it along to you.  I also encourage you to check out the AIM

website  (www.aimlanguagelearning.com) to  find  out  more  about  this  interesting  and

exciting program.

I am looking forward to working with your child.  Please don’t hesitate to call or email if you

have any questions regarding this outline or your child’s progress.   Please also encourage

your child to share with you what and how s/he is learning in French class.

Merci beaucoup!

Madame (Julie) Van Eek

jvaneek@ccshamilton.ca

905-388-2645
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