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From the Desk of Mr. Boonstra: 
● We are very excited to welcome you to our Back to School BBQ tonight!  This evenings’ celebration 

promises to be a wonderful time of fellowship and food.  We are particularly excited about the ribbon 
cutting ceremony planned for our new playground structure. Please join us to visit the classrooms at 
5:30, followed by the bbq at 6:00, and the ribbon cutting at 6:30. We ask that you park at Immanuel 
Church and in the event of rain, we will be indoors.  
 

● And speaking of our new playground, I also wanted to let you know that although it is safe and ready 
to play on, there are still a few details to look after. The accessible rubber surfacing is not complete 
and the landscaping around the structure needs to be finished. We hope both of those details are 
addressed in the next couple of weeks. We plan to have a small section of the playground roped off 
because of equipment and debris which will eventually be removed.  

 
● As we settle into routines at the beginning of the year, it has been particularly gratifying to see how 

well our staggered recess schedule has been received. Students and teachers alike are appreciating 
the space and “freedom” of the new recess schedule. Please see the recess schedule inserted below 
to understand how the changes affect your child.  
 

● Yesterday we rolled out the 2019/20 STEEL BEAMS program with an assembly for students in 
grades 4-8, and we are once again excited about the leadership opportunities for our students. 
Because of the new recess schedule, we had to adjust some of the options available to students, but 
overall, there are still plenty of activities for students to choose from to ensure involvement in student 
life. A STEEL BEAMS application letter was sent home as well. Please take a moment to help your 
son/daughter fill in the sheet.  

 
● We are pleased to offer our “Welcome to CCS” program to new students transitioning to CCS. Two 

of our primary teachers, Mrs. Heeg and Mrs. Eising, will meet with all new students in grades 1-8 to 
help them integrate into our school community. Meetings will take place throughout the school year. 
The first meeting is set for this Monday in our music room at 9:30. I will be joining the group and I am 
looking forward to meeting the boys and girls! 
 

● Class and individual pictures are scheduled for 
Oct. 2 and 3. More details are coming.  
 

● We have conducted our first fire drills this past 
week (as well as dealing with a false alarm). 
We hope to complete the rest of our safety drills 
over the next few weeks. Drills include fire, 
lockdown, and tornado. Some children are 
frightened by the drills, so please consider 
taking time to discuss the importance of the drill 
with your child and let them know the drills are 
only practice sessions.  As a staff, we will do 
what we can to instill a sense of calm and 
peace while conducting the drill.  
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● Just a reminder that CCS offers a Before School Care program (BSC). This program has been set up to 
provide supervision for children who arrive at school between 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Staff supervision does not 
begin until 8:25 a.m., meaning children should be placed in the BSC program if they are here before 8:25. 
The BSC program form (#730.2) can be downloaded off our website. For those interested, we also offer 
an After School Care program.  

 
Unity Road Update: The CCS board of 
directors and the Compass Committee has been 
working through the summer to continue the 
discussions with Trinity Canadian Reformed 
Church (the owners of the property).  The 
discussions focus on next steps to finalize a 
purchase of the property. At this point, Trinity 
Church is still waiting for a permit to begin their 
own building project, which in turn is holding us 
up. We are still very optimistic that things will fall 
into place, but in the meantime, patience is 
needed on our end. The board plans to provide a 
more comprehensive update within the next 
couple weeks and we are hopeful of good news. 
In the meantime, please pray for wisdom and 
guidance as we seek to grow Christian education 
in the greater Hamilton area.  

 

STEEL BEAMS 2019 Last year, CCS introduced a new initiative, the CCS Student Leadership Team 
Program “STEEL BEAMS” which provided more structure and organization to student involvement in a variety of 
aspects of school life. This year we will continue to offer students in grades 4-8 opportunities to be involved in 
various leadership activities through the STEEL BEAMS 2.019 program. Students who commit to a STEEL 
BEAMS team will receive Winnit Stickers at the awards assembly in June for their involvement in this program. 
Each student is encouraged to participate in the program and to develop the gifts and talents God has given 
them. It is one more way that CCS is being intentional of equipping our students to shine. 

 
We ask you to encourage your child to find opportunities that best match their skills and interests, and to help 
them fill in their application form. You can find a list of teams and their descriptions on our website at 
www.ccshamilton.ca/steelbeams, and an application form if they lost the one given to them after the assembly.  

 
Students are invited to apply for up to three teams, so the committee has options of where to place students in 
the STEEL BEAMS 2.019 program.  We have more students than we have positions, so students are encouraged 
to use the application forms to showcase their skills, talents, and commitment to the teams they are applying for. 
Team Leaders will carefully consider each applicant, and select participants they believe are best suited to their 
team. 

 
Please note that some activities are not included in the STEEL BEAMS 2.019 Student Leadership Program, such 
as bands, choirs, praise team, or sports teams, which all require auditions. Foot Patrols, Bus Patrols, Library 
Helpers and Cheese Committee are also not included in the program because they require a specialized 
selection process. 
Please look for the application form that was sent home on Thursday, September 12th, and assist your child in 
filling out the form. Please also sign to indicate your support. The application deadline is Monday, September 16, 
at 9:00 am.  
 
Parents! We still have a significant number of students who have not yet gone through the online additional 
fee form available on our website. Please note ALL students, that is, each student separately, including JK and 
SK students, need to pay student fees for the year. The link for the form is available on our website. Personal 
information verification forms also need to be completed and returned, as well as the reverse side for parental 
consent of co-curricular events and media concerns.  
 

http://www.ccshamilton.ca/steelbeams


CELLS: A warm welcome to our new Korean families! Yesterday, eight 
students from Grades 2-8 began the CELLS program (Calvin Christian School 
English Language Learning Support). The goals of the program are to assist 
our new international students in becoming acquainted with CCS and the 
school rules and procedures. As well, these students will receive English 
language support in learning to understand and speak common phrases and 
how to ask and answer certain important questions. Ultimately, we also hope 
that this program will help these students adjust to their new school environment. We hope and pray that our 
new international students and their families are already feeling more comfortable and welcomed within the 
CCS school community! 
 
 

BUS DRIVER NEEDED:  Calvin Christian 
School has immediate need of a full time bus 
driver for our Ancaster route. If you are 
interested, you are invited to direct resumes and 
questions to Mr. Jim Hosmar 
(jhosmar@ccshamilton.ca).  Training will be 
provided! 
 
The Bazaar Committee is looking for 
someone to create advertisements for the 
upcoming Bazaar to  be posted on the school's 
social media pages.  All work can be done 
remotely.  If you are 
able to help in this 
area, please contact 
Susan at 
sguich7@hotmail.com. 
 

Volunteers: 

We have a need for 
more volunteers to help out in our library.  This 
would be a weekly or possibly every two week 
commitment for a few hours.  Tasks might 
include reading to the students, filing books 
away or helping students check books out.  It's 
a wonderful way to connect with our students, 
staff and other parents as well.  If this interests 
you or if you'd like more information, please 
send an email to Ms. Benjamins 
(abenjamins@ccshamilton.ca) or Ms. Van 
Voorst (rvanvoorst@ccshamilton.ca). 
 
There is still opportunity to donate funds to help 
support the construction of the new playground! 
The link will remain active on the CCS website 
for the next few weeks. We thank all our 
supporters, whether through volunteer help or 
financial donations! The CCS students will 
enjoy the playground for many years to come! 
 
Finance Office: Reminder that the 
pre-authorized bank payments will start on 
September 20th. Finance Office hours are 
Mondays to Thursdays 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
 

Prayer for the Week 
 
Father, 
Thanks for a really good start to the school 
year. We give you thanks for each student 
attending our school this year. We pray that 
they would grow in what it means to be your 
ambassador in this world, shining like stars for 
your glory. We pray your blessing on the BBQ 
this evening - we ask that it would serve to 
grow our community at Calvin Christian school. 
We pray especially for new families to Calvin, 
that they would soon feel a part of this vibrant 
community, and that they would be eager to 
share their gifts with us. Ultimately we thank 
you for sending Jesus. We were lost in our sin, 
but you provided an answer by sending your 
Son. Thank you for rescuing us - we praise and 
thank you. In the loving name of Jesus,  
Amen 
 
LOST and FOUND! One of this 
year's Steal Beams Teams 
looks forward to organizing the 
school's "Lost and Found." 
We strongly encourage you to 
write your child's name (or just 
last name) on the tags of as many items of 
clothing, school items, and lunch containers as 
possible, as this will ensure that found items will 
be returned to the rightful owners. Every year, 
an exceptionally large amount of items are not 
claimed; this year, we'd love to deal with this a 
little more productively, with the help of names 
on tags, etc. Thank you!  

 
 

 

 

Have you tried our new, convenient online 

ordering platform for our special lunch days? 

The first lunch date is Wednesday, 

September 18. Orders are due September 15 

at 12:00 pm. There is a link available on our 

website. 
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