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From the Desk of Mr. Boonstra!
i Thank you for joining us for the Parent/Teacher Conferences this past week. The CCS mission statement references how

CCS works to assist parents in providing a Bible based education for their children. The conferences are a wonderful
opportunity to foster the partnership between parents and school. We have one more day of conferences tomorrow, but we
encourage you to stay connected to your child’s teacher should you have any concerns in the future. 

i Because of tomorrow’s P/T conferences, there is no school tomorrow. 

i The CCS board of directors has begun planning for the upcoming membership meeting, scheduled for November 28. We
hope to share the latest on the work of the Compass Committee, as they have been tasked with exploring the options to
help us deal with growth and expansion. The board also hopes to provide an update on the latest developments regarding
our membership policy. The final presentation will be from our finance committee, as they share the financial statements
with us. Please join us to help chart the future of CCS!  Registration for the meeting is 7:30 in the school gym. 

i Mark Monday, December 3 on your calendars for the annual Hosanna Choir Christmas Concert. The concert will be held at
Rehoboth United Reformed Church at 7:45 p.m. In addition to the performance of the Hosanna Choir, the CCS concert
band, recorder choir and bell choir will all be performing. We are grateful to John Vanderlaan for his efforts in organizing
this event. 

i Yesterday was the CCS Spelling Bee and a big congratulations to
all students who participated in the event. It’s pretty impressive
how well our students can spell under pressure. Well done, CCS
spellers!

i Did you know that CCS partners with dozens of other Christian
schools to work with the Christian School Foundation (CSF)? 
What does CSF do? They “offer the most effective and
transparent way for donors to ensure their gifts have lasting value
and their legacy has lasting impact” (from the CSF website). Look
for the annual report in your child’s backpack or find out more at -
christianschoolfoundation.ca. 

i I know it might seem early, but with snow in the forecast for both
today and tomorrow, it seems like a good time to remind you of
our Snow Day policy. Should we decide that a snow day is
warranted, the best way to find out is to log on to the school
website. The homepage will inform you of a snow day. In addition to the website, we will leave a message on the school’s
answering machine. You will need to press 5 for school alerts. We will also post a school closed message on our social
media platforms. Families who have children on the buses will receive a text message from Mr. Hosmar, and finally, we will
do our best to have the announcement on 900 CHML and channel 11 CH. The last two options are less reliable, simply
because we can not guarantee these media companies will deliver our message. 

i You might notice in this week’s courier a special opportunity to provide feedback to the Ontario government. You may recall
that the government was going to consult Ontarians on a number of educational matters. Please take a closer look at the
notice that we are providing and give some serious consideration to the consultation opportunity. 

Grade 1:  Today the grade one classes enjoyed a trip to

the re-Source Thrift store! We had the opportunity to learn
how the store is helping to
Reduce, Reuse, and
Recycle things that are no
longer needed by others.
The students also enjoyed
shopping for something
that they could "reuse". Thanks to Mrs. Love-Stirling, Mrs.

van der Heiden, Mrs. Joosse, Mrs. Postma, and Mrs.
DeWeerd for coming to help us out!  RK/DH

Grade 2: W e enjoyed our time touring and learning at

Hamilton City Hall on W ednesday. W e were able to learn

about the building and our city, see the mayor's office, and

even sit in the chairs in the council chambers! W e know

important work is done for our city there, and we were so

UPCOMING AT CCS

Parent/Teacher Conferences: Thursday, Nov. 15
Friday, Nov. 16

PD Day (No School) Friday, November. 16
Finance Committee Monday, November 19
Fundraising Committee Monday, November 19
Bazaar Auction Team Monday, November 19
Pita Day Wednesday, November 21
CCS Bazaar                    S  a  t  u  r  day, November 24, 2018
CCS Membership Meeting Wednesday, November 28
Niagara District Spelling Bee Friday, November 30
Hosanna Choir (7:45) Monday, December 3
Night time Auction Saturday, February 23, 2019

http://www.ccshamilton.ca
mailto:info@ccshamilton.ca
http://www.licecrew.com/
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happy to be able to see it for ourselves! Thanks to our

parent chaperones, Mrs. Li, Ms. Veenstra, and Mrs.

Gonnering for coming with us! MV/JV

Grade 3A: W e enjoyed a visit from Mr. Brennan last

Friday as part of our Remembrance Day week.  W e

enjoyed learning from Mr. Brennan about his experiences

and the difference between peace making and peace

keeping. It was also a great reminder of the importance of

remembering those who have given so much for our

freedom. Thank you for visiting our class!  RVV

Grade 7B: 7B travelled to W estfield Heritage Village

today to participate in an interactive program looking at the

historical relationships between Indigenous People and

European settlers. They considered the cultural impacts of

treaties, the Reserve system, Residential schools, and

nation-to-nation relationships. Finally, a discussion of the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission explored ways we

can create a future based on mutual respect and

understanding. Thank you to Mrs. Schat for accompanying

us. CM

Spelling Bee Buzz! The CCS

Spelling Bee was held yesterday. A big

congratulations goes out to all the

participants for the fantastic job they

did displaying their spelling

p-r-o-w-e-s-s. The top three students

listed in order below, who will be

moving on to the district spelling bee

from each division are: Primary Division

- Aiden V., YoungJae K., Nadia d., Junior Division -  Lex

V., Jakob V., Rachel C., and in the Senior Division -

Chukwuka U., Ife A., Caleb B. Information about the next

level of competition went home with these students today.

A very special thank you goes out to our awesome

Spellmaster Mrs. Lisa Dekok, and the spectacular

competition judges, Mrs. Annette Hartman, Mrs. Ellen

Hunse and Miss W ilma W ierenga who worked to make

the day run smoothly for the students. JB

Hosanna Concert: Concert Band - Mark your

calendars! The CCS Concert Band will be performing at

the Hosanna Concert at Rehoboth United Reformed

Church on Monday evening, Dec. 3, at 7:45pm. All

Concert Band members need to be there. Please plan to

attend and bring family and friends because it is a

fabulous evening of music.  MH

Just a head's up to parents of students who are in the

recorder choir and bell choir to keep the evening of

Monday, December 3 open. This is the night of the

Hosanna Concert. More details to follow as the date

approaches. Questions? Please contact Mr. Boer

Fundraising: It's the most wonderful time of the year ...

for Christmas ornaments!  If you missed the opportunity to

submit an order for Christmas ornaments for the 

UNDER1SUN fundraiser, have no fear, online ordering is

available until November 26. Please visit :

www.u1sornaments.ca for online purchasing options.

Prayer for the Week
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and
he will make your paths straight." Prov. 3:5-6

Gracious God,

Thank you that you are all knowing and all loving. You are

everywhere and you know every little detail about each one

of us.  You are good and gracious.  W e praise you for

being one we can depend on.  You are holy and perfect.

Help us to trust in you with all of our hearts.  So often we

resort to our own wisdom and understanding. W e pray a

blessing on the ongoing instruction at Calvin Christian

School.  Our prayer is that each student will grow in their

understanding of you, your world and their place in this

world. W e pray that each student would grow to love and

trust you more and more - that each student would rely on

you more fully each day.  Thank you for positive working

relationships between teachers and parents.  Thank you

for the commitment of the teachers at Calvin and we ask

your blessing on the upcoming parent-teacher interviews. 

W e ask that these conversations would be seasoned with

grace, upbuilding for the students, and glorifying to you.

W e also give you thanks for the incredible results from the

bazaar - thank you for the larger community that makes

Calvin Christian School function effectively. W e love and

praise you. 

For Jesus sake, 

Amen  

WINTER CLOTHES NEEDED
Busy times at the Re-Source Thrift Shop means we have
sold out of winter clothes two months earlier than last year! If
anyone has some good quality winter clothes they no longer
need please consider donating them to the store. We love
receiving donations when the store is open :  Monday - Friday
10am to 5pm (6pm Thursdays) and 10am to 3pm Saturdays.
1050 Upper Gage, just off the Linc.
Much thanks from all the volunteers at the store! If you have
any questions please email spoelstracliff@gmail.com.

Grade 8 Students you're invited to Exceler8
(Grade 8 Day) at Hamilton District Christian High.

Join us for an exciting high school experience. Snacks and
hot lunch are on us! See you Thursday, November 22, 2018,
from 9:30 am - 2:30 pm. Note that bussing is available for
Trinity Christian School, Burlington Christian Academy, Calvin
Christian School, Providence Christian School, Brantford
Christian School, and Jarvis Christian School. Please let your
teacher know you're interested. 

Parents of Grade 7 & 8 students please join us at Hamilton
District Christian High Thursday, November 22 from 7:30-9:00
pm. Take a tour of the school, meet current students, ask
questions, connect with staff and enjoy some light
refreshments. 92 Glancaster Road, Ancaster, ON. No RSVP
required.

http://www.u1sornaments.ca
mailto:spoelstracliff@gmail.com
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Get an early start to your Christmas Shopping!
Fundscrip has a number of great promotions this month including Canadian Tire, Ultimate Dining Card,

Marshall’s and Homesense.  Something for everyone on your list!

Simply click on the Fundscrip logo on the homepage of the CCS website to get started. 

Dear School Supporter,

The Ontario government has launched a process of unprecedented public consultations regarding education.

Independent school supporters are keenly interested in what is best for education in our province. Government

representatives have repeatedly indicated they want the feedback, ideas and contributions of those who support

and participate in independent schools. Let’s be part of this conversation!

W e are encouraging you to give your feedback in one or more of the three ways that have been made available:  a

written submission, participation in a Telephone Townhall, and/or by completing an online survey. You can find

information about all three at this website www.fortheparents.ca.

W hat should you consider submitting? Any feedback that reflects your thoughts and opinions is perfectly legitimate.

W e would encourage you to keep these three principles in mind:

a)       Parents are important, key partners in the education system. They have a critical role and important

responsibilities for their children’s education.

b)      Independent schools are good for Ontario. Diversity in approaches to schooling and choices for parents

strengthens all education in Ontario.

c)       Students with special needs deserve to have the support and services they need follow them to whatever

school they attend.

The online survey itself involves some key areas in which the government is seeking your input. Keep the three

principles mentioned above in mind. Don’t attack other approaches to education; just put forward positive ideas.

Once you have completed the online survey, you will see a link for written submissions. Here you can share a little

more of your ideas. Are there specific ideas you might consider bringing forward? W e hope you will reinforce the

three principles mentioned above. W e have also attached a document that goes into more detail about the

questions asked and how you might respond (or alternatively you can download it from

https://edvance.ca/assets/general/edvance-consultation-suggestions-november-2018.pdf ). Please make use of it!

Again, if you believe that independent schools and their teachers are part of a vibrant, positive Ontario education

scene, encourage the government to recognize them as partners and contributors.

Civic engagement is an important responsibility! Please consider going to this website now – www.fortheparents.ca

– and play your part in this important consultation.

Sincerely,

Arn Boonstra

Principal 

Calvin Christian School
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The Bazaar is Coming!

Croquettes! November 19 is the deadline to pre-order your beef or chicken
croquettes! Click https://ccshamilton.ca/pre-order-croquettes.php  to take you to
the online form or check on our website for details on ordering and payment.


