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We have had a wonderful start to the school year. 
The school looks beautiful inside and out. The staff is in 
place and plenty of activities, such as tournaments, 
assemblies and field trips have already occurred. 
As I write this piece, we just completed a special 
assembly on Alzheimer’s disease. Mrs. Benjamins gave 
a moving account about her father’s struggle with 
Alzheimer’s, and we learned more about the disease 
from a representative of the Alzheimer Society. Our 
population is increasingly reaching advanced years, 
and more and more people are being diagnosed with 
dementia, including Alzheimer’s. This assembly served 
as a kick-off for our “Walk for Memories” walkathon. 
Each year, Calvin Christian School endeavours to help 
raise funds for special causes. We have done so for 
cancer research, heart/stroke research, a Christian 
school in Zambia, etc. This year it is Alzheimer’s. We 
are certainly intent about raising funds but we are also 
intent about increasing our students’ awareness of the 
needs of others by reaching out through a walkathon. 
In that context, I think of Matthew 25:34-36... “Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to  eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ ”

We are pleased to see two new programs thriving at 
CCS:

The robotics program has 21 students 
enrolled, with some on a waiting list. 
This program takes place after school 
one day/week for three months, after 
which we begin a second session. Our 
students have so many different gifts 
– some excel in sports, others in music 
or drama or spelling.... But what about 
those who excel in science, computers 
and creating robots? The robotics 
program taps into their gifts so that they 
too can shine in this area.

Another new program is French 
immersion for SK students on their “off 
Fridays.”  La Maternelle was designed to 
fill that Friday but it also provides us with 
an opportunity to instil appreciation for 
a second language at an early age. 
Learning a second language may 

benefit problem solving and creative thinking skills. 
It may improve multitasking skills, interpersonal and 
social skills, the ability to express thoughts to others, 
and it may enable learning of additional languages. 
The teaching strategy is action oriented with activities 
related to personal needs and interests as well as 
interest in life beyond the classroom. We recognize 
that limited French immersion at SK provides only a 
brief exposure to the language. Yet, young children 
have a way of recalling words, and who knows where 
that will lead them.

There are a number of objectives we are exploring this 
year. We are updating our discipline policy and hope 
to make further changes to our student assessment 
strategies, including updating the report card. In 
addition, we are exploring the possibility and feasibility 
of land acquisition. We use a small portion of the play 
area belonging to Mountain Secondary School. This 
school is slated to close in two or three years. It would 
be in our best interest to purchase that play area. 
We are also attempting to ascertain the long range 
plans of St. Michael’s Hungarian Church next door. 
Obtaining that property or even part of the property 
would address some of our playground needs and 
perhaps even allow for expansion. We are merely 
investigating. Our student population has increased 
this year and we need to think long term. May God 
grant us insight and guide us along the way. May He 
give us a blessed school year.

Principal’s Ponderings  Mr. T. Postma
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Robotics  
Mr. N. Wensink

This September we began 
a new robotics program at 
Calvin Christian School. This 
twelve week program runs 
after school and gives students 
an opportunity to learn about, 
build, and program robots. 
Robotic technology is a 
growing field in our world and 
as we become more and more 
dependent on technology, 
the demand for people with 
a mind for robotics will grow. 
Students learn that robots 
can be as simple as an on/
off switch and as complicated 
as a self-driving car. Using the 
Lego Mindstorm robotic kits, 
students have an easier time 
constructing a design to solve a problem. Using Lego 
for this class is important because it is easy to use and 
it is already familiar to most students. Most of them 
have played with Lego before, but now they have a 
chance to make those designs move and respond to 
their programmed controls.

This familiar medium also sparks the interest of younger 
and older students alike. Students are taught what 
is necessary for a design to be successful and how 
to create a robot for a specific purpose. This hands-
on design process allows the creative mind to start 
thinking like an engineer. Once the robot is built, 
students learn how to program it. The programming is 
simplified into “drag-and-drop” block programming 
to make it easier and more manageable, while still 
teaching and working with the main programming 
concepts. Students learn the difference between 
input and output devices as they begin to implement 
servo motors and a multitude of different sensors. 
They learn through experience. It is by trial and error, 
by finding out what works and what does not, that 
they figure out the optimal program to perform a 
task. They develop an understanding of loops and 
switches all through the icon-based programming. 
Most importantly, they have fun while embracing 
technology and learning new skills.

Our two classes with ten students in each are small 
so that the instructor is available to individually help 
students when needed. Stepping into one of our 
robotics classes, you will see students working at 

programming on computers, at the tables building, 
and in our testing areas running their programs on 
their very own creations. The students start by making 
a generic car that is used to teach students how 
to program and manipulate the motors. Through 
several challenges and activities, students add on 
the colour sensor and begin developing a robot that 
can respond and adapt to different colors. Eventually 
the touch sensor and the infrared sensors are added, 
providing more options for what their robots can do 
and respond to.

I became fascinated with technology at a very 
young age. As I grew up, I would collect any old 
computers that family members might be getting 
rid of and took them apart, hoping to learn more 
about the computer and how to combine several 
older computers to make one decent computer. I 
began to learn more about how a computer works, 
not only on a mechanical and a hardware side, but 
on a software side as well. My interest in this brought 
about a fascination with programming. Throughout 
high school and into university, one of my areas of 
focus was on technology, particularly programming. 
It was not until university that I was introduced to 
robotics which combined my desire to build and 
create, with a love for programming. As the students 
enter the robotics class, they are met with the same 
enthusiasm that I had for the technology right from 
the beginning, and it is my hope that they leave with 
the same excitement for what they can do next with 
technology.
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Our New Bus Drivers
A new bus route was added this September which 
means that we now have a fleet of six buses on the 
road. Two of our drivers are new to us.

Mrs. Tina Nichol and her husband 
Joseph have four married children 
and four grandchildren and she 
loves to spend time with her family. 
Specifically, that means fishing, 
hiking and golfing. She finds driving 
for Streetlight Church (a downtown 
mission church) very rewarding. She 
has also volunteered at Inasmuch 

House, doing crafts with mothers and their children.

Mrs. Sonya Wonder is a graduate of 
CCS. She and her husband, David, 
have four children, two of whom 
attend CCS. The other two attend 
Hamilton District Christian High 
School. Besides being a bus driver, 
Sonya is also the office administrator 
at Meadowlands Fellowship 
Christian Reformed Church. She 

enjoys spending time with her family which includes 
their dog, Ollie. She likes to read, and she enjoys 
volunteering as a GEMS (girls club) counsellor at her 
church.

We welcome both of our new drivers to the team and 
pray that God will bless your coming and going with 
safety.

More New Staff Introductions
Theresa Kooistra joined our ranks as 
an educational assistant in grade 4. 
She and her family recently moved 
to Hamilton. Her daughter, Aliya, 
was very warmly welcomed into the 
grade 8 class. Theresa has lots of 
experience in education, including 
teaching grades 1 and 2 in Dunnville 
Christian School as well being the 

vice principal there. She has taught in a preschool, 
and has operated a home daycare. In her “free” time 
she encourages her daughter on a swim team. The 
family likes watching The Amazing Race and recently 
competed in their own amazing race. Team “Kooistra 
Girls” finished in third place in the fundraising effort 
for the United Way in the Norfolk and Haldimand 
counties.

Danielle Burgsma joined us as our 
first French immersion instructor in 
SK . She grew up in Aylmer, Ontario, 
and after high school attended 
Redeemer University College. 
Since graduating she has been 
living in Hamilton with her husband, 
Jordan, who is also a teacher. They 
are expecting their first child in 

January. This fall Danielle and a friend launched an 
ESL (English as a Second Language) program through 
their church, New City. They have enjoyed having the 
opportunity to meet immigrants and refugees living 
in the Hamilton core, and look forward to building 
relationships as they learn how to serve a practical 
need while sharing God’s love and the good news of 
the gospel.

Mrs. J, VanEek and Miss M. Buys will be introduced in 
the next issue of In Touch.

Congratulations
We congratulate Mrs. Linda Robinson, our grade 2A 
teacher, who married Mark this past summer. We wish 
them God’s blessings in their marriage.

Mr. Nathan Wensink, our grade 7 teacher,  and his 
wife Janelle were delighted to welcome their first 
baby into their home on October 15. His name is 
Carter Allan. Two babies were also born last summer. 
We congratulate Laura, a piano teacher,  and Chris 
Shilton on the birth of their first child, Camille Julianna. 
Alison, a grade 2 teacher, and Paul Dekker also 
welcomed a baby girl named Elise Gilianne Grace.  
May God bless them with lots of happiness as they 
raise their precious little ones.

Condolences
We were shocked and saddened to hear of the 
sudden death of Mrs. Joanne Greidanus’s husband, 
Rick, in the Road-to-Hope race. We pray for God’s 
comforting presence.

We were saddened to hear of the death of Paul 
Jauhal in September after a short battle with cancer. 
We pray that God will comfort his wife, Leena, and his 
children, Laura in grade 3, and Liam in grade 6.

Staff News 
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Our first meet was the MacNab Lions Cross Country 
Meet in late September. Our school enjoyed racing 
against local Hamilton schools, and some of our 
students placed very well. Aidan R. came in first in the 
bantam race, and in the junior race, Jamie H. came in 
first, followed closely by Justin B. in second and Jordan 
B. in fourth. Our second meet on October 17 was very 
exciting because 22 Ontario Christian schools joined 
together with around 400 runners and many fans to 
cheer them on. Our junior boys ran well, placing third, 
and our senior boys placed first. Overall, our school 
came in fourth. We  really appreciated the work of 
many CCS parent volunteers. Throughout our cross 
country season, we were very impressed with the hard 
work and positive attitude our team displayed! 

Girls’ Soccer   Ashton D. and Aliya K.
The girls soccer team 
had a very good 
season this year. We 
played in the Dundas 
exhibition game, the 
HDCH invitational, and 
the Niagara District 
Tournament. In the 
Dundas game we 
played well and came 

home with a 6-0 win! At the HDCH tournament we 
finished the day with one tie, one loss and one win. 
Our highlight was the District Tournament in Dunnville. 
We came in first in our pool and went straight to the 
semi finals against Beacon. They were tough, but we 
won and went on to the finals against Heritage who 
had been undefeated all day, just like us!  This was an 
amazing year. We ended up in second place, which is 
awesome. We did the best we could do and had fun 
with our amazing team. Team members include: Abby 
M., Alicia R., Aliya K., Alysha B., Alyssa H., Alyx V., Anna 
H., Ashton D., Elisa dJ., Elise VW., Erika B., Hannah 
VE., Jessica S., Jodie V., Maaike W., Meagan V., and 
Stephanie V.  

Sports at CCS
Boys’ Soccer   Mr. A. Boonstra

This year the boys’ 
soccer team played in 
two tournaments: the first 
ever HDCH invitational 
and the Niagara district 
tournament. At the 
HDCH event, we lost 
all three games even 
though we played 

very well. Although a little frustrated, the guys stayed 
positive and played well. At the district tournament 
we continued our losing ways in the first game, 
getting pounded 5-1. However, after that setback, the 
boys went on a scoring and winning rampage. We 
won our next 3 games, which propelled us into the 
championship game. We faced the Heritage team 
which beat us earlier in the day. Playing far better, we 
still came out on the losing side 2-1. Awesome day for 
the boys! Great attitudes, sportsmanship and effort – 
thanks guys. Team members include: Justin K., Travis 
V., Elijah F., Connor B., Francisco L., Carson V., David K., 
Kenny U.A., Josh P., Nick B., Matthew C., Nick G., Jamie 
H., Justin B., Jordan B., Daniel L., Jordan G., Dylan V., 
Reuben H., and Zack M.

Cross Country   Miss R. Fluit
From the very first week of school until the middle of 
October, around 30 students from  grades 4-6 trained 
for cross country as they ran around our school 
property and a local park. They learned about good 
pacing, what to do when they get a cramp, and 
how to run up and down hills. Just as importantly, they 
learned how to run not only as individuals, but how to 
help each other as a team. It’s really special to see a 
struggling runner helped along by a teammate, and 
this is something we witnessed this year. After weeks of 
practice, we were ready!

Spelling Bee   Mrs. L. Robinson
On October 22  there were 24 eager students ready to compete in the CCS Spelling 
Bee. The top four spellers from each grade arrived, with 100 words prepared, and 
ready to tackle some unrehearsed words to determine the best of the best spellers in 
their division.  Students need to remain calm, know common spelling patterns, and 
be familiar with a host of commonly misspelled words. The English language provides 
many such challenges!

Eight students from grades 3-8 compete to determine the top three winners. The 
first and second place winners advance to compete in the Niagara District Spelling Bee on November 7th. 
The spelling bees provide students with a great enrichment opportunity, it highlights the gift of language, and 
celebrates those students who excel in this area. The winners this year are: grades 3/4 C. B., Chukwuka U., Claira 
V.,  grades 5/6  Anna B., Eli S ., Oyin A .,  grades 7/8  Ethan W., Owen V.



Back to 
school 

BBQ
face 

painting

Thanksgiving food drive

Food for Neighbour to 
Neighbour

Girls’ soccer

Happy to share

Boys’ soccer practice Grade 3 at the plowing match

Grade 3 at Christie Conservation Area

Goofy girls

Back to school BBQ

Indoor recess



Goofy girls

Back to school BBQ
Fixing an owie

Robotics program

Indoor recess

Grade 4 Ancaster Fair  winners

Violin lessons

Stiff competition Grade 3 and 8 Walk for Memories

Delivering gifts to N2N

Student council posters

Grade 1
Creation 
Studies

Soccer fun



8

It’s Fall  Grade 1A
I like fall. Worms go deep in the 
ground. Frogs hide in the water. It’s 
time to wear your winter coats. The 
wind is getting stronger.  Nathan W.

I like fall. I like jumping in the leaves. 
I like raking the leaves with my 
mom. I like turkey dinner. Jaeda H.

I like fall. I like to jump in the leaves. 
It tickles and it crackles too. A lot 
of people do put on their warm 
clothes.  Arren D.

I like to carve pumpkins. I like to eat 
pumpkin seeds.  Rylan H.

Fall has different 
colour leaves. The 
birds fly away in fall. 
Fall is best.  
Rachel C.

The leaves feel prickly. The leaves 
look cool. The squirrels collect nuts. 
Joelle B.

I love when the leaves are orange 
and yellow. I skip in the leaves. I sit 
in the leaves.  Leah S.

When it’s fall, leaves fall. It makes a 
big leaf pile.  Elijah G.

I like jumping in the leaves. I like 
helping my dad clean up the 
leaves.  Sarah M.

Fall is pretty. Fall is good. Turkey 
is yummy. It’s time for pumpkins. 
Serena P.

When asked about 
the best part of the 
Thanksgiving weekend, 

these were some of the responses:

Thanksgiving  Grade 1A
I went to Grandma’s house. We 
had a delicious turkey.  Bethany F.

I played soccer with my cousin. I 
went for a hike.  Jaxen D.

I went to my grandma and 
grandpa. Jacob D.

snake.  We walked over a dam 
and saw a blue heron. It was 
cool.   Sam H.

Grade 3A acrostic poems about 
animals or God’s creation

Elephants
Eat grass
Lives in Africa
Ears are big
Perfectly big
Happy and cheerful
Are wrinkly
Never stop being big
Trunks are long
Smart
Eden V.

Northern Lights
Northern lights are in the north
Often seen in the North pole
Really pretty
They are colourful.
Have you ever seen them?
Everyone likes them.
Red, green, purple, so many colours.
Northern lights are natural.

Lights nobody hung up.
I like the northern lights.
God made them.
Have mixed colours
Terrific
Seen in the north
Claira V.

Wolf
Wondrous wolves, God has made.
Oh, wolves are not very small.
Love the Lord. He made them all.
Father God made them all!
Chukwuka U.

Grade 4 class trip to  Queenston 
Heights and Niagara Falls.

 First we got to Queenston Heights 
and saw Brock’s Monument. We 
read something about the War 
of 1812. It was cool. We took 
pictures and did our scavenger 
sheets. I asked people from New 
Zealand, Japan, China, France, 
England, and a lot more. I think 
my group and I had 17 people. 
When our group saw the falls it 
was so beautiful and showed how 
wonderful God is.  Grace L. 4A

I ate mashed potatoes for 
Thanksgiving.  Aaron F.

I went to my best friend’s house 
and we went for a walk. We found 
a lot of flowers. Laene V.

I ate a pizza. I played Lego with my 
cousins.  Andrew E.

I went to my church. I played ball 
hockey with my sister.  Aleah B.

I went biking on the road. It was 
fun. Jared R.

I ate applesauce. I ate turkey. I ate 
potatoes.  Erica G.

I went to the library. There was a 
Lego competition.  Jin K.

I saw a black scarecrow at 
Grandma’s house.  Ben P.

I got to drink lots of pop.  M. M.

Christie Conservation Area
Grade 3A
Yesterday we went to Christie Lake. 
We got to go on a hike and go 
for a scavenger hunt. We found 
milk weed. Mrs. VanderWindt’s 
phone was ringing while she was 
explaining a game. That was really 
funny. I had so much fun!  Anita T.

Yesterday we went to Christie Lake 
for a trip. We went on a hike and 
did a scavenger hunt. We played 
games. My favourite game was 
“Who could drink the most water?” 
We found a lot of burrs. We caught 
a toad! We found a dead snake in 
the grass.   Adam S.

We went to Christie Lake for a trip. 
We saw stumps with my group. 
One stump had mushrooms sticking 
out of it and one stump had 24 
rings on it! We played games, had 
lunch, and had a scavenger hunt. I 
had so much fun! 
Deborah-Peace D.

We went to Christie Lake for our 
tree trip. I sat at the back of the 
bus. When we got there, our class 
and the other grade 3 class went 
on a hike together. I saw a dead 

Student Work
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The Falls were amazing since God 
created it. God is such an amazing 
artist. He details everything! That’s 
what makes the world so beautiful 
and creative! It’s so cool that we 
saw double rainbows and birds 
and creation. The falls were huge 
and wide. We saw a shipwreck. 
My group asked strangers which 
countries they came from. We 
got 26 different countries. It is 
amazing that they all wanted to 
see the beauty of the falls. I had an 
amazing time at the falls because I 
got to see the beauty of the world.  
Ryan B. 4A

We saw Sir Isaac Brock’s 
Monument. Sir Brock was killed 
because he was protecting 
Queenston Heights from being 
another country’s land. We also 
went to Dufferin Islands. That is 
where we went on a walk. I saw 
a lot of God’s creation like red 
oak trees, red roses, and brown 
oak locust.  We were amazed at 

how beautiful God’s promise, a 
rainbow, was and that we could 
see all the colours nice and clearly. 
Throughout the day I could see 
how wonderful God is to make 
such a wonderful creation. I had 
a great time going to Queenston 
Heights, Dufferin Islands and the 
great Niagara Falls. Amie O. 4A

My Eramosa Karst Experience
Eramosa Karst was a very fun 
place to go to. We took a hike in 
the conservation area while filling 
up our booklets with lots of ways 
in which we could give praise to 
God. Tour guide Breimer was very 
nice and showed us the Potruff 
family Homestead, the Nexus Cave 
window, a wetland, Potruff Cave 
and the Nexus Cave. She told us 
that when they found Eramosa 
Karst, they found a man living in 
the Nexus Cave. We were able 
to go into this cave which was a 
lot of fun. We crawled on all fours 

to reach Mr. Hosmar on the other 
side. Eramosa Karst was a very fun 
field trip.  Oyin A. 6A

Mike’s Miracles
Mike’s Miracles is a soccer 
tournament not based on scores 
and winning but focussed on 
including everyone. All of the 
grade 6 classes from many 
different Christian Schools came 
together for this special day. Mike’s 
Miracles is a foundation based 
upon a boy named Mike who 
passed away from cancer. When 
Mike was in the hospital he had 
support from family and friends but 
noticed that many children did not 
have the same support. So Mike’s 
Miracles raises money to make fun 
things for kids in the hospital to do. 
Mike never left a friend out and 
was intentional about including 
others. At the tournament it is not 
about CCS facing Smithville or 
Fruitland, it’s about getting to know 
new people, and playing some 
soccer.  Jane W. and Paul K. 6A

Student Quotes: 
Gr. 1 student: I’m going to my grampa’s cottage. We’re going down 
north.

Gr. 1 student: I have some pineapple in my lunch.
Teacher: I don’t think it came from Australia. That’s too far. Maybe it 
came from Costa Rica.
Student: Oh no! We got it at Walmart.

Primary student: I can eat that and not get an allergic reality.

During a discussion several students shared about their allergies to 
cats and dust. One boy shared that he was most allergic to green 
face paint. Then another student piped up: I’m very allergic to girls. 

Teacher to student after being absent for several days: I’m glad to see 
you back. How are you feeling today? 
Student: I was so sick that my hair was starting to grow backwards 
right here (pointing to a spot on his head). 

One Tuesday morning: My shoes are too tight, but it’s no wonder; my 
feet grow 5 inches every Monday night. 

“We’re adopting a baby. She’s from all the way across the world. It’ll 
take us days to go and get her. She’s in Ottawa.”

TRIP Update 
(Tuition Reduction
Incentive Program) 

This program has been on a 
steady increase over the past 
two years! In our last fiscal year 
which runs from May 1 to April 
30, we made a profit of more 
than $41,000. What an awesome 
amount! All this at no additional 
cost to the participants or their 
families. Half of this amount 
goes towards reducing tuition 
costs for those who are part of 
this wonderful program! The 
other half goes to the school. 
Thank you to all who make this 
program a success. If you are 
not part of this program, why not 
stop by the office and sign up. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Nancy Rumph at the 
school or email
nrumph@ccshamilton.ca



Kindergarten French Immersion   Mrs. D. Burgsma

The Kindergarten French Immersion class, La Maternelle, meets 
on Fridays and is off to a great start. I have the privilege of 
teaching each class every other week, and in a few short 
weeks, students have begun learning and responding to new 
words and phrases.

We have read a couple of stories about “Pat le chat”, a very 
groovy cat who likes to sing about his colourful shoes and 
the number of buttons on his shirt.  He is helping us practise 
identifying colours and counting in French. We have also 
learned about other countries and cultures where French is 
spoken through stories and art activities.  During our first class 
we read about Claude Monet and made our own water lily 
paintings.  In our second class we read about a girl in Mali who 
made beautiful “bogolan” by painting with mud.  We tried imitating the African patterns with “mud paint” on 
cloth and with chalk on black paper.

Part of every class is spent using the AIM (Accelerative Integrated Method) program, a popular new curriculum 
that uses stories and hand gestures to introduce students to new words orally while limiting the amount of 
English needed to bridge the communication gap. This has helped us practise our daily routines in French, such 
as lining up, walking in the halls, washing our hands, and sitting in a circle.  As well, we have practiced reciting 
out loud the story of “Poule Maboule”, a chicken who tells all her farm friends that the sky is falling, only to find 
out it was just an acorn.

In the weeks and months to come, we look forward to reading many more stories, memorizing many more 
songs, finding out about many more countries where French is spoken, and learning to appreciate another 
language and culture through all of our fun activities.
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Walk for Memories  Mrs. A. Benjamins

In the library, we read the book Really and Truly by Emilie 
Rivard as a part of the “Forest of Reading: Blue Spuce” 
program in 2012. This story is a heartwarming story about 
Charlie and his grandfather. Charlie’s grandfather was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, and eventually he 
didn’t have any more stories to share. So, Charlie became 
the storyteller. He imagined stories that he hoped would 
bring back the lost smile, allowing Charlie a brief glimpse of 
the grandfather he used to know. I was astounded by how 
many students knew someone who suffered from Alzheimer’s or related dementia. During this time, my father 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, and I  learned firsthand the debilitating effects this disease has on 
its victims. My dad lost memories, but also the memory of how to do things, like turn down the stereo or make 
toast. When my father was nearing the end of his life, he couldn’t even make his feet move at will. In spite of 
everything he lost, he always knew he was a child of God. He knew his life on earth was coming to a close, 
and he was confident and joyful that when that day came he would be going to glory. Matt Redman’s song, 
10,000 Reasons, sums up my father’s testimony so well, “And on that day when my strength is failing, The end 
draws near and my time has come. Still my soul will sing Your praise unending, Ten thousand years and then 
forevermore.”

In the past, we have raised funds for Terry Fox cancer research, Jump Rope for Heart and Road to Hope. 
These are all very worthwhile causes, and deserving of our support. I am very touched that this year we chose 
to support the local Alzheimer Society of Hamilton and Halton, which provides confidential counselling and 
support for caregivers of victims of Alzheimer’s and related dementia. 100% of the $14,016.00 raised through the 
CCS Walk for Memories event is directed to these local programs. Thank you for your generosity!
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Calvin Christian School has extended the 2014 Spring Drive as we 
have not reached our goal by a substantial amount. Donations 
from this campaign will improve our Tuition Bursary Fund so that 
it can be stretched further and be more accessible. Donations 
can also be directed toward strengthening the reserve funds for 
the buses and building.

Tuition Bursary Fund: This fund is set up to assist families who 
are financially challenged and unable to afford the full cost of 
Christian education for a variety of reasons. The need for this 
type of support has grown by over 600% and we have had to 
decline or reduce requested assistance.

Bus Reserve Fund: We currently run six buses to transport many 
precious children each day. Our buses are also used for a variety 
of school activities. To keep our fleet up to date and maintain 
bus reliability, CCS needs to replace one bus every two years. 
The cost associated with this is approximately $100,000.

Building Reserve Fund: This fund is there to make sure that CCS 
maintains a high quality, up-to-date facility for our community, 
staff and students. Every area of the school is being used for 
educational purposes, administrative duties, before and after 
school care programs and outside rentals.

Please go to our website, www.ccshamilton.ca, and click on 
the box announcing our campaign drive. Your participation will 
help keep tuition at a reasonable level and will help a family 
as well. It will also help Calvin Christian School meet the needs 
of tomorrow. We thank you for your support and may the Lord 
supply your needs.

2014 Spring Drive Extended A Strong 
Foundation
For the Future
Marlene Bergsma, Communications 
Coordinator, Christian School 
Foundation

The August 2014 merger of the 
Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton 
area Christian Schools with two other 
foundations (the Central Ontario 
Christian Education Foundation and 
the Grand River Advancement of 
Christian Education Foundation) creates 
a province-wide organization with the 
potential to offer even more benefits to 
its 23 member schools.

“The vision for our Christian School 
Foundation is to make Christian 
education excellent and accessible 
for everyone who wants it,” said Henry 
Koornneef, executive director. “Creating 
a strong, professional foundation has 
the potential to attract even more and 
bigger gifts, including major estate gifts.”

To read more visit 
www.christianschoolfoundation.ca

Brian Bezemer
bezemer@bkprinting.ca

905.570.1119

Cell: 905.981.8427

295 MacNab St. N.
Hamilton, ON  L8L 1K5

 The Bazaar
The annual bazaar was again a huge success. We acknowledge the hard work of the organizing committee 
and all the volunteers. Thank you! Thanks also to our supporting community for raising $ 51,000 for CCS.
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  Travel Consultant
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999 Upper James Street
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 905-387-9287  |  www.upperjamestoyota.ca

GREAT CARS!
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SERVICE!

Fred Hagen
Broker

905.648.4451 Business
877.648.4451 Toll Free
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fredhagen@royallepage.ca
www.fredhagen.ca

1122 Wilson St. W.
Ancaster, ON L9G 3K9

Accounting, Auditing, 
Consulting and Taxation Services 

for Small Businesses and Nonprofit Organizations

David M. den Boer
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

241 Bonaventure Dr., Hamilton, ON  L9C 4R1
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DdB

547 West 5th Street

Hamilton, ON  L9C 3P7

Office: 905-388-2645

www.ccshamilton.ca

The mission of Calvin Christian School is to assist parents by providing for each student a Bible based 

elementary education in a supportive Christian classroom community that nurtures growth in knowledge, 

maturity and commitment to God for sharing in the life and work of His people in the world.




