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The school year continues to move along rather 
quickly. It is hard to believe that the bazaar has come 
and gone, that Christmas is already behind us and 
that we are now staring at March break. It is a busy 
school year – it always is with all the curriculum and 
the extra-curricular work. We continue to offer a large 
menu of academics, arts and athletics. More 
importantly, we continue to point our students to our 
God: our Creator, our Saviour, our Lord. His presence is 
and must be felt in what we do, say and think. We 
need His blessing and direction. We are grateful that 
we can open His book and learn from it to His glory.

Several new programs and resources were 
developed and implemented this year. We began 
the year with our “Come – Along K” program. This 
program involves offering parents a selection of 
optional days for their JK and SK children. Parents who 
desire more school time for their children can select 
Jubilee Friday (for JK only), Extended JK/SK days (JK 
and SK) and Mes Amis Francais (for SK only). These 
programs require a fee for service, and we are 
pleased to observe that all the optional days have a 
good number of children enrolled. Looking ahead, 
we should be able to offer the same optional days 
this coming September.

In October, we introduced MAP – Measurement of 
Academic Progress – an external assessment tool 
involving online testing for grades 3-8 students. The 
resulting data can be used to identify student and 
program strengths and weaknesses. Teachers 
continue to dive into a treasury of information these 
tests are providing. A second cycle of MAP testing will 
take place this spring.

Another important development is our new report 
card. It is more comprehensive than last year’s. It 
includes a lot more information about a student’s 
performance and ‘next steps’ for growth. The report 
card is part of a sequence of assessment reporting 
practices now prevalent in the education industry. As 
students begin any program of study, it is essential to 
provide on-going formative assessments followed by 
a progress report (mid-semester) and a parent/
teacher conference. The conference takes place 
subsequent to the progress report for the purpose of 
discussing information in the progress report and 
reviewing ‘next steps’ proposals. The entire sequence 
ends with the final evaluation as recorded in the ‘end 
of semester’ report card. We have just finished the first 
semester report card and we look forward to 
feedback from the parents about the report card.

At this time, we are trying to wrap up the recruitment 
assignments and begin establishing our staffing for 
next year. We have several teachers on maternity 

leave: Mrs. 
Breimer, Mrs. 
Winkel and Mrs. 
Dekker. Mrs. 
Taekema will be 
going on 
maternity leave 
this coming May, 
the Lord willing. Another change will be my retirement 
this summer. Subsequent to that, Mr. Boonstra, our 
current grade 8 teacher and VP, will assume the role 
of principal at CCS. We wish him the best and God’s 
guidance as he takes on new responsibilities.

On Tuesday evening, February 21, we had about 150 
people show up for our focus groups meeting. The 
focus for the evening was to review various options 
which addressed our increasing enrollment situation. 
Groups moved from table to table to discuss different 
options. Each row consisted of six tables and a group 
would visit for about 15 minutes per table. The options 
included: setting up a middle school; arranging a 
partnership with a church or another school 
community; setting up a satellite school in a surplus 
public school; starting a school south of Hamilton; 
staying at our West 5th Street site and expanding. A 
final table dealt with vision or what was seen as an 
ideal school. The comments were documented, and 
we hope to obtain a better understanding regarding 
what our support community is thinking and which 
option(s) should be pursued further. It was wonderful 
to see how well everyone was engaged. You can 
learn more about the options by going to our website 
home page: www.ccshamilton.ca

There are a lot of things happening. We will keep the 
community posted. Please keep us in your prayers.

March 22-24  CCS Book Fair 
April 5 Battle of the Books 
April 13  Progress Reports (2nd Semester) 
April 18 & 20  (evenings) Parent Teacher
                                                Conferences
May 2  Open House
May 3 (9a.m. – 1p.m.) Grandparents/
                                                Friends Day
May 11  JK & SK Orientation Day
May 13  Sunrise Fest
May 24  Field Day
May 30  New Student Orientation Day 
June 2  Master Field Day
June 3  Golf Tournament 

Calendar of Events

Principal’s Ponderings  Mr. T. Postma
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Front Cover: Grade 1 gets some fun exercise at the Hamilton Mountain Gymnastics Centre.

Outdoor Education  
Mrs. W. Wiebenga

Jubilee and Kindergarten were very excited last October to begin 
a new learning adventure - outdoor education! As Jubilee and 
Kindergarten teachers, we believe that outdoor education plays an 
important role in learning, providing children with opportunities to 
experiment and explore, to ask questions and make observations, 
to solve problems and build theories. Our goal as teachers is to 
explore God’s creation more thoroughly with the children and gain 
an appreciation and wonder of God as Creator. Being called to be 
caretakers in God’s world is a privilege and a responsibility. And so, 
once a month we dress according to the weather (we go rain or 
shine!) and head to the forest. We begin in our Praise Circle and are 
reminded of our two rules in the forest: Take care of God’s creation 
and stay with your group. After that, the guidelines we give to 
our brave parent (and grandparent!) volunteers are left to the 
individual groups to explore. Children’s natural curiosity often takes 
over and at times, the guidelines become just that…guidelines.

The children have explored the creek and hills, searched for alphabet letters, hunted for animal homes in the 
snow, and created a collaborative art piece with their group. In November, some children saw a butterfly 
still flying. In December, some children found several live spiders. In January, we found beautiful mushrooms 
covering an old log. What an amazing, creative God we serve. It has been wonderful to watch the children 
become more brave and adept at climbing big hills, search carefully for creatures on the forest floor, and 
just revel in the time in their Father’s creation. At the end of each visit, we return to our Praise Circle and the 
children share the things they saw, and thank God for those things. It is beautiful to hear their words, and we 
believe that God also cherishes their voices of praise. We conclude with a song or a prayer to God, thanking 
Him for our time in His creation, and then trudge back to the buses on weary feet, eager to explore the forest 
again the following month.

On December 6th, 2016, Calvin Christian School 
welcomed over 60 pastors and youth workers to our 
school for breakfast! Personal invitations were hand 
delivered by our students for this special event.

Our guests remarked repeatedly how lovely it was to 
receive these invitations which included each student’s 
picture and the classroom number of their young church 
members. The Public Relations Committee provided a home cooked 
breakfast, and afterwards there was opportunity to check out our school 
and to visit with our students. CCS recognizes the unique partnership 
of church and school. Together, we serve to assist parents in raising 
their children to the glory of God. May our mutual efforts increase the 
children’s knowledge of God, His awesome creation and the gracious 
re-creation of His image bearers in Jesus.

Pastors’ Breakfast  
Mrs. M. Gallea
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Student Quotes: 
Grade 1 teacher attempting to sort out pastors’ 
breakfast invitations: Do you know who your 
pastor is?
Student: No, but my mom does.
Teacher: Do you know which church you go to? 

Student: It’s the one beside the gas station.
�  �  �

Grade 1 teacher: What do we remember on 
Remembrance Day? 
Student: Soldiers fought in the war.
Teacher: Do you know the name of any war? 
Student: Tug-of-War

�  �  �
On February 2nd, a grade 1 student asked: Is it 
Warthog Day?

�  �  �
A grade 1 student asked a question about a 
Bible story. 

Teacher: I don’t know the answer. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us. 

Student: You should watch the video.
�  �  �

Two cousins were telling their friend how long 
they’ve known each other. 

Cousin 1: I’ve known him my whole life!

Cousin 2: Yeah, from like the moment we were 
born, we’ve known each other. 

Friend: Your WHOLE life?
...A moment of silence, with much contemplation, 
as the cousins look at each other... 

Cousin 1: Well... Okay… I wasn’t there when he 
was born or anything, but I have known him since 
his second or third day.

Introducing Our 
New Bus Drivers
Robin Scott is a licensed mechanic with 37 years in 

the field. He is the son of a United Church 
minister. He and his wife, who is a crossing 
guard, have three grown sons. He walks 
about 8 km. each day before and after 
his driving shifts. His favourite foods are 
spaghetti and pizza. Most importantly, he 
says he likes driving school buses.

Shonna Gauthier was baptized as a teenager in the 
Pentecostal church. She reaffirmed her 
faith at Ancaster Christian Reformed 
Church where she is now actively 
involved as a Gems (girls club) leader 
for girls in grade six. She is also part of 
a photography group at church. She is 
engaged to be married on Canada Day 
to Gerry Kikkert.

Gerry Kikkert is a former CCS student who graduated 
with the class of 1990. He enjoys 
volunteering with the sound crew at 
his church. He likes to go snowmobiling 
when there’s snow. As well, he enjoys 
spending time with his family and friends. 
He is looking forward to marrying Shonna 
in July.

We welcome Robin, Shonna, and Gerry to the bus 
driving team. May you be blessed with enjoyment in 
the job and safety on the roads. We also want to wish 
Shonna and Gerry God’s blessings on their wedding 
day and in their marriage.

Student Council   Hannah W.

This year our school has been blessed with a fabulous student 
council. Our members are Hannah, Kara, Emily, Jane, Rebecca, 
Jack, Matthew, Gideon, Deborah-Peace, Mrs. Buys, and Mrs. 
Wikkerink. The student council is a group of students, elected by 
our fellow classmates, who fill the year with community-building 
events. We are striving to make this year the best one yet, and as 
the returning member, I believe that it is! There have been so many 
fun activities in which the students have been able to participate. 
During our hilarious “Movember” activity, our male teachers grew 
moustaches to raise money for cancer research. Our Christmas 
week was filled with festive activities like door decorating, formal 
Friday and a search for plastic snowflakes on the snow covered playground. On February 14, we celebrated 
“Valenfinds” Day. All the students in the school scoured the playground for the other half of their broken hearts 
to win a chocolate heart prize. I am looking forward to what the rest of the school year has in store for us!
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Spanish Club  
Ms. Anne Wyatt

Congratulations,
 Mr. Arn Boonstra!!

Mr. Boonstra was appointed by the CCS 
Board of Directors as the new Principal for 
Calvin Christian School, effective August 
1, 2017. Mr. Boonstra has been on the CCS 
staff for 26 years, 21 years as Vice Principal. 
He recently obtained his MEd degree 
and also has a Christian School Principal’s 
Certificate. We are excited for Mr. Boonstra 
and for the school community as he 
assumes his new role. May the Lord grant 
Mr. Boonstra much fulfillment, and may the 
Lord also guide him along the way.

Hockey   Mr. A. Boonstra

The CCS hockey team played in two separate 
tournaments this past winter, winning both of them. In 
the district Christian schools tournament, the team 
played five games and won all of them to take home 
the pennant. The second tournament was the 
invitational Guido de Bres/HDCH tournament, and 
once again the team won all the games. Both days 
were an amazing display of skill, sportsmanship and 
fun. A special thank you to Mr. Kevin Ritskes who 
helped coach the team. 

Girls’ Volleyball  Ms. A. VanderWoerd

The CCS girls’ team worked hard this volleyball season. Ms. Taekema and Ms. Van had the opportunity to 
coach, not one but two girls’ teams this year. Our first tournament at Redeemer was a learning experience in 
which both teams played hard, fought for wins, and learned a lot about the flow of the game. In our second 
tournament, both groups had team and personal goals which they were looking to achieve. In the end, both 
teams worked hard to reach their goals and both came home in the top four. The girls all showed excellent 
improvement, team bonding, and love of the game. Well done, ladies! 

Boys’ Volleybal   Mrs. J. Bosveld

Eleven very enthusiastic boys learned to play and love the game of volleyball in eight short weeks this past fall. 
The senior boys’ volleyball season was jam packed with many practices and three exciting tournaments, one 
of which was the newly created CCS Cup Volleyball Tournament hosted by our school. Steady improvement 
was made throughout the season, with great success coming with each tournament. In the Niagara District 
Christian Schools Tournament, the team displayed true grit and skill while battling hard against other skilled 
teams to secure a place in the playoffs. Unfortunately, a very strong squad from Heritage just edged us out by 
a few points. Much was learned in this season about volleyball, about teamwork and about striving for 
excellence in sports to glorify God.

Sports at CCS

I was very excited that we had an 
overwhelming number of students 
sign up for Spanish Club. Due to the 
fact that so many students signed 
up, Spanish Club was designated 
as a club for grade five students. 
We have had a fun time learning 
different Spanish greetings, 
learning how to count in Spanish, 
and learning the days of the week 
in Spanish. We have started to 
learn the song He Decidido Seguir 
a Cristo (I Have Decided to Follow 
Jesus) in Spanish as well. So far, 
Spanish Club has been a lot of fun! 
Dios les bendiga (God bless you)!



Hockey on the rink

Pioneer day

Gr. 1 library time
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Movember

Christmas door Battlefield House

A French lesson

Volleyball game against parents

Boys intramural volleyball

Science fun
Superbuddies
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for Ronald 
McDonald 

House

Sand table in Jubilee



Painting in gr. 1 Superhero day

Writing prayers

Volleyball game against parents

Science fun

Gr. 3 
gym 
class

Quill writing

Slate writing

Gr. 7 history stories

Painting in gr. 1

Gr. 4 visits
Crawford Lake
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My Amazing Body  
Grade 1B

Monkeys 
Monkeys 
monkeys playing 
all day
having washes in the bay 
swinging swinging
at people all day 
chasing them 
until
they go away 
some go fast 
some go slow 
some swing high 
some swing low 
that is how
the monkey goes 
Evan W. 3B

What Do Snowmen Do At Night?  Grade 2B

Destan S. 2B Deacon M. 2B

My body is amazing because 
God made it. The lungs help me 
breathe. My brain sends 
messages. Muscles help me 
stretch. My ribs are amazing too. 
My heart pumps blood. The joints 
help me bend. Micah D.

God gave me an important 
body. My brain is the boss of my 
body. God gave me eyes to see 
His creation. My lungs help me 
breathe in a simple way. My 
body is amazing! Sophia P.

God made my two lungs and 
they are protected by my ribs. I 
can breathe with them. Air goes 
in and out. They are organs. They 
work while I am asleep. 
Isabella G.

My body is amazing because it is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit. My 
bones help me move. Muscles 
move my bones. Joints make my 
body to bend. My skeleton holds 
my body up. When I am older, I 
will have 206 bones. Right now, I 
have more. Thank you God for 
my body. Kerrington G.

I love my muscles because they 
help me run. I love God because 
He is helping my body work. You 
use more muscles to frown than 
to smile. Thank you God for my 
body. Luca B.

God made my body. God 
made me run, move, jump, and 
swing. I have two lungs and one 
heart. We have 206 bones. We 
have five fingers on each hand. 
Our body is amazing! Sidney D.

We can breathe with our nose or 
mouth. God made us move. Our 
joints help us to bend our arms 
and knees. Our heart pumps the 
blood. Our body needs water to 
live. Our muscles help us run and 
hop. Our heart is the size of our 
own fist. God made our body 
beautiful!  Suri O.

Did you know snowmen come together and play games at night? They 
play paintball from 7:00 to 8:00. They use coloured snowballs for paintballs. 
They also drink FREEZING pop at half time. After, they crack the ice and 
swim. Some snowmen do belly flops and other snowmen have races. Next, 
they would do boxing. Then, they would go snowboarding with the loopty 
loops. Some snowmen were skiing. And last but not least, they played 
octopus with real octopus legs because it’s OCTOPUS. Get it? It was very 
fun!  A.v.

I think snowmen have fun at night. First, the snowmen would go in the 
house to find some ice cubes to eat. They love ice cubes! Next, the 
snowmen would go to the arena and do ballet. Some of them get dizzy. 
Last, they get some icicles and eat them. They’re the best for snowmen. 
Mmm! They have lots of fun at night!  Rose G.

I think snowmen have fun at night. At 10:00 p.m. they wake up from their 
nap. Then, they climb on to your roof and look at the stars. After, they 
crack your roof open and play with your toys. Next, they slide to the 
museum and look at all the things in the museum. Last, they eat icicles from 
your roof because they were hungry. They had fun.  Destan S.

Plants 

Plants are beautiful when they bloom. 
Their bloom smells so good it fills the room. 

When they bloom we call them a flower. 
Bees use the flowers to get their power.
Bees move pollen from flower to flower.

The pollen helps the flower to make a seed. 
The seed is what birds need to feed.

Birds spread the seed across the land. 
And some are planted by my hand.

The seed that I planted becomes a plant. 
Plants are beautiful when they bloom.  
Aleah B. 3B
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Madison V. 7BLauryn A. 7B

The meal had been served; the Americans were laughing and 
mocking the British. I let out a big sigh of relief. Turning back to 
the dishes I was washing, part of their conversation became 
louder than the dishes clanging in the sink. 

“Oh, those British, we’ll outsmart them alright!”

“Definitely, they will never know our plan to take Beaver Dams.”

I froze. Beaver Dams was a place far away, but James 
Fitzgibbon`s headquarters was there.

“Ah, yes, two days from now that land will be ours.”

With their one minute of distraction, I crept away quietly 
towards James’s room.

What were we going to do? Fitzgibbon had to be warned, but 
James could barely walk. My thoughts were interrupted as I 
opened the door. I could see James struggling, trying to get out 
of bed.

“What are you doing?” I whispered, forcing him back onto the 
bed. He sat back up; I couldn’t hold him there.

“Who is there? Who are they? What is going on?”

I shushed him, bringing my voice to a whisper again. “American 
soldiers, they….they just came into the house. I’m fine,” I said, 
reading the look on his face, “But I heard their plans.” My voice 
was now above a whisper. I had to stop myself from screaming, 
“They are attacking Fitzgibbon at Beaver Dams. We have to do 
something.” 

“We can’t,” James stopped me, “I can barely walk, and you 
couldn’t go by yourself.”

I paused, processing that thought. “I 
could.”

“What?”

“I could go and warn Fitzgibbon,” I 
continued, my courage gathering 
now. “Laura, that’s crazy.”

“I could, and I will, tomorrow 
morning.” Claire W. 7B

Canadian History
These two story excerpts come from the grade seven PBL that asked the question, “How can we make 
Canadian history come alive?” Students researched and wrote their own historically accurate stories along 
with corresponding artwork.

That September 5th was a day I’ll never 
forget. Jérémie woke me up that morning. 
Little did I know I would never see him 
again.

By now, Charles Lawrence was only in the 
back of my mind. Breakfast that morning 
was so...normal. Then, we heard a loud 
knocking at the door. This is what I heard 
from the dinner table.

“Is this the residence of Mr. Doiron?” the 
soldier asked stiffly, in accented French. 
“Yes, it is.”

“You are invited to the Grand-Pré Church, 
with any sons you have over ten years of 
age, for a Royal Proclamation from the 
Honourable Charles Lawrence.”

“We’ll be right there sir.”

There were hundreds of men and boys. A 
soldier who introduced himself as John 
Winslow cleared his throat and began. 
Another soldier translated it into French.
I can’t remember exact details, but 
essentially he said that the British got all our 
crops, savings and livestock. We were 
prisoners.

Now, we were supposed to pack our 
things and leave. A small consolation was 
that we would be sent off with our families.

When he finished speaking. Nobody said 
anything. There was nothing to say.  
Chibu U. 7B

My Black Cat 

I have a cat,
a cat that is black.
A cat with yellow eyes
that likes to eat apple pies. So you dear mice,
should think twice,
about stealing pies from my cat that likes to attack.  
Rylan H. 3B

Oceans 

I go to oceans for sunsets.
I go to oceans for swimming.
I go to oceans for pearl collecting, 
And see the birds’ fine wings.
And maybe if you are quiet enough, 
You can even hear them sing.  
Serena P. 3B
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Bazaar Update   
As in many previous years, the annual bazaar 
was a huge success. A grand total of $58,000 
was raised! A big thank you goes to our 
community for supporting this important effort. 
A big thank you also goes to the behind-the-
scenes individuals who do an amazing job 
of organizing the event. We have planned 
November 25, 2017 for the date of our next 
bazaar.

City Kidz Update
Back in the fall, we held a walkathon to raise funds for City 
Kidz. We exceeded our goal of $10,000 by a wonderful 
margin, and we were able to present a big check in the 
amount of $13,206. Our Christmas gift drive this year also 
benefited City Kidz. We have been amazingly blessed, and 
we were happy to be a blessing to an organization that 
seeks to help children and families in need right here in 
Hamilton.

Music News  Mrs. M. Heeg

Celebrating the Christmas season and sharing God’s 
love through music, the CCS Concert Band and CCS 
Chamber Choir went on a Christmas Music Tour on 
Tuesday, December 21, 2016.

Our first stop was at Wellingstone where we received a 
warm welcome. The Concert Band opened with two 
concert pieces, followed by arrangements of Christmas 
carols. The Chamber Choir also performed Christmas 
favourites, including the “Hallelujah Chorus”. After being 
given a treat and many kind words of thanks from the 
residents, we boarded the bus to head to Gore Park.

At Gore Park, the groups performed outside near the 
water fountain, and it was a sunny but windy, cold day. 
The choir sang beautifully, and the concert band was 
able to play a few Christmas arrangements. After this 
performance, we headed to City Centre Mall and both 
groups took turns performing near Santa Claus and the 
Christmas tree. We saw many happy faces in the 
audience as they watched from the food court and the 
balcony.

Our final performance was at Juravinski Hospital, where 
we performed in front of the tall Christmas tree. We 
were warmly received once again and both groups 
performed well. This Christmas tour day was a wonderful 

opportunity for our CCS Concert band and Chamber 
Choir to share the good news of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Our prayer is that all who listened experienced 
God’s peace through the holiday season.

In February, both the band and the choir participated 
in the Golden Horseshoe Festival at Redeemer University 
College. The band received a silver standing and looks 
forward to an April concert and a May spring tour. The 
senior choir achieved a gold standard, receiving very 
good marks for sound quality, accuracy, and 
expression. The choir is now eligible to participate in the 
National Music Fest in Niagara Falls in May.

Thrift Shop
The re-Source Thrift Shop, located in a plaza 
on Upper Gage near the Linc, always 
welcomes volunteers. A new opportunity has 
come up. They would love to have a sewing 
group create items to sell in the store using 
donated materials. If this interests you, please 
connect with Melinda (905-912-2941). 
Shoppers are always welcome as well.
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The TRIP (Tuition Reduction 
Incentive Program) at CCS has 
gone online as of January 1, 
2017, and we are off to a great 
start! Currently we have over 90 
supporters signed up through 
FundScrip. We continue to offer a 
limited selection of cards in-house 
for a few vendors. Check out our 
website at www.ccshamilton.ca/
trip to learn more about the online 
program and to sign up. You 
can also find information on the 
website regarding the in-house 
portion. The program is now being 
run by volunteers and we are 
pleased to announce that Thea 
Voortman has taken on the role of 
the coordinator. If you have any 
questions, please contact Thea at 
trip@ccshamilton.ca. Thank you 
for your continued support!

T.R.I.P. update

2016/17 Drive
Calvin Christian School assists 
parents in providing Christian 
education so that their children 
may be equipped to shine. We 
strive to make Christian education 
affordable, and therefore we 
continue to have a drive for funds. 
The three key areas that we are 
focusing on are: tuition bursary, 
building reserve and bus reserve 
funds. If you would like more 
information on these key areas, 
you are invited to go to our 
website at www.ccshamilton.ca 
and click on the link to our 2016/17 
Campaign Drive. Your participation 
will help keep our tuition at a 
reasonable level so that all of 
God’s children may receive 
Christian education. We welcome 
your donations and thank you for 
your continued support.

Brian Bezemer
bezemer@bkprinting.ca

905.570.1119 

295 MacNab St. N.
Hamilton, ON  L8L 1K5

Student Quotes: 
Grade 8 math can be difficult and mysterious. After some time explaining how an algebraic math problem 
could be solved, a student commented, “How does this black magic work?”
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SERVICE!
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DBK
Dave den Boer CPA, CA, LPA
dave.denboer@dbkaccounting.ca
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Jonathan Kooiman CPA, CA, LPACPA, CA, LPA
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Transformed

547 West 5th Street

Hamilton, ON  L9C 3P7

Office: 905-388-2645

www.ccshamilton.ca

The mission of Calvin 
Christian School is to assist 
parents by providing for 
each student a Bible based 
elementary education in a 
supportive Christian classroom 
community that nurtures 
growth in knowledge, maturity 
and commitment to God for 
sharing in the life and work of 
His people in the world.


